
IN THE TRADITIONAL RIGHTS COURT 
OFTHE 

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

FILED 
OCT 112022 

ASS~COURTS 
REPUBU: OFlllEIWISli.W.ISI.AIIDS 

HENSEY H. SORIMLE, BERTINE ) 
LAKJOHN, and EMTY SORIMLE, ) 

) 

CIVIL ACTION NO. 2016-143 

plaintiffs, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 
) 

UAAK NON KAKOBABA IN KAJITOK 

LIWOJ JERBAL, ) 
) 

defendant. ) 
) ____________ ) 

ROUAANPANELEO: Grace L. Leban 
Presiding Judge, TRC 

Nixon David 
Associate Judge, TRC 

Claire T. Loeak 
Associate Judge, TRC 

MELELE KO IKIJEN UAK NON KAKOBABA IN KAJITOK: 

Case in ear roltok non TRC Panel eo non etale irn uake kakobaba in kaj itok ko litok jen High 

Court eo. High Court eo ear lo bwe uak eo an ro elon uaer ilo TRC Panel eo ear jab loor Rule 

201(b) im 201(e) ilo Rules of Evidence (ROE). 28 MIRC Chp 1.. Ekkar non High Court eo, 

jemlok eo jen ro elon uaer ilo TRC Panel eo, ear jab loore Rule 201(b), ilo an kar jab bwe melele 

ko rar kwalok ikijen aer ba bwe (i) Lobeia, enwot Laelan im Jeimata, ear mour ilo 1900 ko irn 

jab ilo 1800 ko, im (ii) bwe wawen in ejelok kajitok kake. Naan in kamool ko an rikamol eo an 

Riabnono ro, Philomena Muller, ej kalikar bwe lellap eo jinen, Neirele, ear lotak ilo 1911 eo, im 

bwe Lobeia ej jimaan Neirele, kin menin Panel eo ej kile melele in bwe Lobeia ear mour ilo 

1800 ko im bareinwot ilo 1900 ko. High Court eo ej bar loe bwe ro elon uan ilo Panel eo, ear 
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likjab imjab Joor Rule 201 (e), ilo an kar jab lelok ien non Riabnono ro bwe ren kajitikin an 

Panel eo 'take judicial notiec' moktajen aer kadriwojlokjemlok eo aer. 

Kin menin, Panel in kio, eo im ekoba tok Associate Judge Claire T. Loeak, eo ej bokjikin late 

Judge Walter Elbon ilo court in an Manit, ear bar kur nonjuon ien ronjake ilo April 5, 2022, non 

an Riabnono rein kwalok melele ko aer ikijen an ro elon uaer ilo TRC Panel eo kar bokjudicial 

notice. Court in ear bareinwot kadrelon tok kein kamol, Plaintiff Exhibit P-10, einwot juon 

bwebwenato in etto eo an barnle im ejejot bwe en drelon ekkar non Rule of Evidence 804(b)(4). 

Iben tok ear bar drelon tok kein kamol an Riabnono Plaintiffs' Exhibit P-15, pija in uleej eo an 

late JeimataKabua, Plaintiffs' Exhibit P-16, eo ej melele ko jenjeje ko an Jack E. Tobin, im 

Plaintiff Exhibit P-18, eo ej naan in kamol ko an Namdrik Labi ikijen kein kamol Plaintiff 

Exhibit P-10. Ijelokin kein kamol ko im court in ear kadreloni, ear bar kadrelon tok kein kamol 

eo an Rijumae Abnono eo, kein kamol Defendant Exhibit D-2, eo ej juon menmenbwij eo im 

ekobaiktok lajrak eo an Iroij in Ratak-Ean ro. Riabnono rein rar kwalok aer jab erra ilo an Panel 

in kadrelone kein kamol in an Rijumae Abnono eo, Defendant's Exhibit D-2, botab iumin Rule 

in ekajet ko an court in an Manit, TRC Rules of Civil Procedures 15, ear wonmanlok wot im 

kadrelone kein kamol in. 

UAAK NON KAKOBABA IN KAJITOK: 

Kajitok eo enwot an walok ilo Order eo an High Court eo im ear file ilo February 22, 2022, 

ikijen kakobaba in kajitok non Traditional Rights Court eo ej einwot in: 

Ikotaan Hensey Sorimle im Liwoj Jerbal, won eo ekkar im jimwe bwe en kabjor 

maron eo an Iroijlaplap im Iroijedrik ion Biken Island, Aur Atoll im Airok Island, 

Maloelap Atoll, Republic eo an Marshall Islands? 

UAAK: 

• Liwoj Jerbal ej kabjor maron eo an Iroijlaplap ion Biken Island, Aur Atoll im 

Airok Island, Maloelap Atoll. 

• Enwot juon eo ej kabjor maron eo an lroijlaplap ion Biken Island, Aur Atoll im 
Airok Island, Maloelap Atoll rainin, eber maron eo iben Liwoj Jerbal non Ielok 
maron eo an Iroij-edrik non nejin maan ro ilo bwij eo, ak ro rej Iajrak ilo botoktok, 
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ak ro ewor botoktok in Iroij ibbeor, im ekkar non lajrak ko ilo bwij eo. CA 2006-
101, Latdrikv. Jane's Corp., CA2017-026, Clanry v. Zedkaia, (Kabua, p. 2). 

Aikin an kar Panel in an Traditional Rights Court (TRC) bar etale uak eo an, ear wonmanlok wot 

im kabin kolrnenlokjen im uak eo an bwe Liwoj Jerbal ej e eo ejirnwe irn ekkar bwe en kabjor 

rnaron eo an Iroijlaplap irn Iroijedrik ion Biken, Aur Atoll irn Airok, Maloelap Atoll. 

UN EO IM ETKE: 

Panel in ej loe ilo kein karnol eo an Riabnono, Plaintiffs' Exhibit P-7, rnenmenbwij eo an Iroij in 

Ralik, bwe Lobeia im Jeirnata rej jirnor jiljino(6) ebeben laltakjen Litarao ilo lajrak ko aero jen 

dron. Im rnelele in rikarnol Philomena Muller ear bar erra kake ilo naan in karnol ko an. Panel 

in ej bareinwot loe bwe ekkar non kein karnol P-6, kwon eo ikotaan Germany irn Iroij in Majol 

ro ilo 1885 eo, Lobeia irn Kabua Lap eo jernen Jeirnata, erro kar jirnor sign i kwon in. Im ekkar 

non kein karnol P-15, pija in ulej eo an Jeirnata, ej walok ke Jeirnata ear lotak ilo 1850, rnelelein 

ej jilunoul-lalern (35) an iio tore eo jernen, Kabua Lab ear sign i kwon eo an Germany. Wawen 

in ej kalikar bwe Lobeia ernaron kar ak ernaron kar jab jen ebeben eo an Jeirnata im Laelan. 

Ejelok kein karnol eo ej lukun kalikar rnenin, ijelokin wot ad rnelele jen kein karnol kein ke 

Lobeia ear rnour ilo jet torre kotaan 1800 irn 1900 ko. 

Panel in ej Joe bwe elon rnelele ko rejab jejjot ilo kein karnol P-10 ilo ad keidi iben rnelele ko jet 

rej walok ilo kein karnol ko jet an Riabnono rein. Einwot ke, ekkar non rnelele kein ilo kein 

karnol P-10, ej ba bwe Lobeia ear aajo jen Jortoka ilo tarinae, innern Jortoka ilo an kar jab aajo, 

ear lelok wot Airok, Maloelap irn Biken, Aur. Panel in ej rnelele bwe ilo rnantin tarinae ko etto 

an Iroij ro, elane juon Iroij ej anjo ilo tarinae, innern aoleb ijoko jikin Iroij eo ejab anjo, renaj eta! 

non eo ej bok anjo. Akjej loe ilo bwebwenato in ke ruo (2) wotjikin ilo aoleb ijoko jikin 

Jortoka ilo Ratak-Ean ear eta! non anjo eo an Lobeia irn lornaro jatun. Kein karnol P-10 ejbar ba 

bwe Marnjilan irn kora eo jatun, Wanlur, rej Leroij, im ilo naan in iakwelel kein an Riabnono 

rein rej ba bwe lellap rein rej Leroij in kabinmeto ilo Ralik, irn bwe Marnjilan irn Lakiat rej jinen 

irn jernen Lobeia. Panel eo ear !ale rnenmenbwij eo an Iroij in Ralik, kein karnol P-7, irn lo bwe 

ejelok etan Marnjilan ak Wanlur ilo rnenmenbwij in an Iroij in Ralik. Panel in ej bareinwot Joe 

bwe ewor wot etan Lakiat, eo jernen Lobeia irn iben Marnjilan. Kin rnenin, Panel in ej loe bwe 
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ewor idrabtok ko ilo melele kein ilo kein kamol P-10 ibben kein kamol ko jet an Riabnono rein, 

einwot ke kein kamo! P-10 ej ba Mamjilan ej Leroij in kabinmeto ilo Ralik ak ejako etan ilo 

Menmenbwij eo an Iroij in Ralik, ak ewalok wot etan leo ibben, Lakiat. Ejja ilo wawen in wot, 

kein kamol P-10 ej bar kwalok bwe etanjinen Lailik in Wanlur, eo edriklakjen Mamjilan, im ej 

bareinwot juon Leroj. Panel in ej bareinwot loe an idrabtok melele in iben kein kamol P-7, 

enwot ke ilo menmenbwij in an Iroij in Ralik, ejelok bar etan Wanlur ilo Jajrak kein an Iroij in 

Ralik. Kein kamol P-7 ej kwakok ke Lobeia ej nejin Lakiat ilo menmenbwij eo an Iroij in Ralik, 

im bareinwot ilo menmenbwij eo an Iroij in Ratak, Defendant's Exhibit D-2. Ilo wawen in Panel 

in ej Joe juon tua ak kotaan eo i!o melele ko ilo P-10 im P-7, im naan in kamol ko an rikamol ro 

bwe rejab rejetake dron. 

Ikijen kein kamol P-16, melele ko jenjeje ko an Tobin, Panel eo ear etale melele kein an Tobin, 

im Joe bwe ej walok torrein jijot eo an Iroijlaplap Murjil ke ear kabjor maron in Iroijlaplap jen 

1916 eo mae 1919 eo. Panel in ej bar Joe bwe ejab walok toreinjijot eo an Tonuia im ejab walok 

ke e eo ej Iroijlaplap in Airok ilo tore eo, ak ej kwalok wot ke ej juon Iroij in Airok, Maloelap. 

Panel eo ej Joe jen melele kein bwe ejimwe an Tobin ba bwe Tonuia ej juon Iroij in Airok, 

Maloelap tore eo, einwot ke ekkar non menmenbwij eo an Iroij in Ratak-ean ak kein kamol D-2, 

Tonuia ej barber ilo Jajrak in jolet maron eo an Iroijlaplap ilo Airok, Maloelap. Ijo wot ke, ilo 

tore in Tobin ej kenono kake, Tonuia ejab juon Iroijlaplap, ak ej watoke juon Iroij, einwot ke 

ekkar non manit, juon eo ej kabjor maron im jijot kin maron eo, jej naetan laplap ak Iroijlaplap. 

Panel eo ej bin wot ilo lernnak eo an ikijen an kar Murjil im Lobeia kar sign ilo kwon eo an Iroij 

ro iben kien eo an Germany, bwe mekarta, Lobeia ear sign ak ejab melelein bwe e eo ej kabjor 

maron an Iroijlaplap in Airok im Biken tore eo. Ilo an kar Panel eo etale Iroij ro jet im rar 

bareinwot sign non ailin ko jet, elon wot ian ailin ko ilo Majol, ro rar sign ikijen Iroijlaplap ro 

rejab kabjor maron tore eo. Non wanjonak, ilo Majuro, ear jab sign wot Kaiboke non mona eo 

an, ak ear bar sign Rime im Leit, ro im rar jolet alkin Kaiboke. Ilo ailin in Mili Langinat wot ear 

sign ak ear jab sign aoleb ro rej kabjor maron non mona ko jet lo tore eo. Ilo ailin in Ebon, ewor 

wot ruo (2) mojen ko ie, ak elonlok jen ruo (2) Iroij rar sign ilo kwon eo. Wawen in ej kabin Jok 

tomak eo an Panel in bwe mekarta Lobeia ear sign, ejab melelein bwe e eo ej kabjor maron eo an 

4 



Iroijlaplap ion Airok im Biken ilo tore eo. Einwot ilo ailin ko jet, Lobeia emaron kar sign ilo 

etan eo ej jijot lo tore eo. 

Panel eo ej kile bwebwenato in ikijen an Lobeia im lomaro jatun kar itokjen Ralik im tarinae 

iben Jortoka im Murjil ilo Ratak im bok anjo. Mekarta ej juon bwebwenato eo jen ro lak mokta, 

ak Panel in ej Joe bwe ejab bwe kein kamol ko rej kalikar bwe Lobeia ear kabjor maron in 

Iroijlaplap ion Biken im Airok jen an kar anjo ilo tarinae eo nae Jortoka im Murjil. 

Panel eo ej Joe kein kamol ko rej kalikar ke Liwoj Jerbal im ro lak mokta ilo bwij eo an rar 

kabjor maron in Iroijlaplap ion Biken, Aur im Airok, Maloelap. K welok eo an Iroij in Majol ro 

im ear koman ilo Jaluit ilo 1921 eo, ej walok ilo pija in ke Tojeie eo ear kwelok'einwot juon Iroij 

jen Maloelap ekkar non kein kamol an Rijjumae Abnono Defendant's Exhibit Y. Panel eo ej bar 

Joe ilo Civil Action 444, Lebeiu v. Motlok, ej walok bwe Namdrik, eo im ear jako ilo 1948, ear 

kabjor maron an Iroijlaplap ilo Airok, Maloelap im tok alik Anru ear bokjikin. Ilo an jab alikar 

juon un eo elab, ijelokin bwebwenato in ej walok ilo kein kamol P-10, Panel in ej rie melele eo ej 

walok ilo CA 151, Likinono v. Nako, ilo an ba bwe ekkar non manit, jimwe im maron ko karoki 

jen Iroijlaplap ro lak mokta rejab aikuj oktak ijelokin wot ne ewor un ko rekajur im lap non 

ukoti. Iurnin ruatimjonoul-jiljino (96) iio in an bwij in an ro lak iman non kio eber iben Liwoj 

Jerbal, kabjor maron eo an Iroijlaplap ion Airok, Maloelap im Biken, Aur. Ilo anjabwe melele 

ko non rie kein kamol P-10, im berber ion aoleb melele kein limantakjen party keinjimor ilo 

case in, Panel in ej tomak bwe Liwoj Jerbal ej e eo ejimwe im ekkar bwe en kabjor maron an 

Iroijlaplap ilo Biken Island, Aur Atoll im Airok Island, Maloelap Atoll. 

Raan: 

Grace L. Leban 
Presiding Judge, TRC 

Nixon David 
Associate Judge, TRC 

/'I , 01 ¼rafr~~e=. Lf::::o:::::eak __ _ 

Associate Judge, TRC 
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